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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1100/33 — CANNING HIGHWAY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [11.03 am]: On behalf of the 
Minister for Child Protection representing the Minister for Planning, I present today for tabling Metropolitan 
Region Scheme Amendment 1100/33, which relates to the reduction of the road reservation width for Canning 
Highway between Petra Street and Glenelg Street within the City of Melville. At present, this primary regional 
road reservation is some 70 metres wide. It imposes unnecessary restrictions on private properties and needlessly 
exposes taxpayers to financial compensation liability. This much reservation is simply not required for the type 
of road that might be constructed. This amendment will reduce the reservation from 70 metres wide to between 
30 and 40 metres wide. Although this amendment reduces the Canning Highway reservation as much as 
possible, it also ensures that adequate space is available for bus and cycling lanes when and where these are 
needed. The highway’s ability to serve its transport needs will not be affected. 

Advertising of the amendment has been completed in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2005. 
The Environmental Protection Authority did not require formal assessment of this amendment. Fifty-five public 
submissions were received. The landowners sought to minimise the impact on their properties. Submissions from 
road user groups sought a larger reservation than the advertised proposal. 

After receiving submissions, the Western Australian Planning Commission reviewed this amendment in detail. 
The commission formed the view that the advertised reservation should be modified to be slightly wider than 
advertised. The reserve now proposed allows for improved facilities for pedestrians, bus passengers and cyclists. 
The documentation that accompanies this amendment clearly indicates a vision of widening Canning Highway 
only for bus priority or non-motorised users. It is not intended to widen Canning Highway for more car or truck 
traffic.  

Because circumstances change, legislation governing the metropolitan region scheme cannot reasonably bind 
future governments to the plans or intentions that we have now. It is up to all of us, the government and the 
community, to be vigilant and ensure that space in this reservation is used wisely. 

I am pleased to now table the document and commend it to the house.  

[See papers 1131A-B and 1133A-D.] 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


